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The rejection of Claim 10 based on 35 USC sec. 103(a) for being unpatentable over Hobo 
6,227,880 in view of Choung 6,332,778 for reasons of obviousness is answered as follows: 
Hobo consistently refers to the cylindrical shape of his implants. He does not intimate the 
existence of any other shape. He is placing his implant in a cylindrical bore in the jawbone. 

Choung offers an apical expansion design expanding at least two legs with an internal nut riding 
against an inner, parabolic shaped wall with narrowing sides. In several of his embodiments, he 
intends the implant to be installed in the socket of an extracted tooth. His implant is shown to be 
generally tapered in shape. Driving the inner nut downward forces the slotted portion of the 
apical end of the implant outward to lock in with an optional apical cap 50. The cap is removed 
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